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The members of S-Maralda were noti-
fied immediately of the favorable vote and
also of the sixteen members wh_o would
compromise the charter membership. _Those
sixteen were notified before the Christmas
holiday that they would be expected to ap-
pear in Portland at noon on 1 J. anuary 1921,
to begin the initiation process into the fra-
ternity. The ceremony was held at 5:00 PM
at the Masonic Temple at the comer of West
Park and Yamhill, Conducting the ceremo-

nies were acting #1 J.K. Kollack, X’92, and
Eugene J. Berry, M’09, and Lewis A.
McArthur, AA’08, who altermated as#5. ’I:.B.
Brown, IT°98, and Henry Kassebaum, A’ 14,
also assisted with the neophytes, and the
imi oath. .
preln’;]hlgarfgw members in their order of ini-
tiation were: George F. Shirley *21; Harold
N. Lee *21; Ralph L. Taylor "22; Fred B.

8 1 k4

Glen S. McGonegal *22; Edwin P. Hoyt :225
Virgil F. Oliver *23; Norman T. B):me 22;
Homer C. Gant *23; Orvin T. Gant '23; Kay
A.Leep "23; C.R.Blackburn *23; and CarlE.
n '24.
Hou;tgllowing the Initiation, the Brol.:hers
and new members convened at the Univer-
sity Club for dinner, which was arranged by
P.D. Moss M’ 10. Approximatcly 60 Broth-
in attendance.
- W’Fhrz next day, they reconvened at the
University Clubto organize their Alpha. The
original officers included: #1, Harold N.
Lee; #2, Norman T. Byrne; #3, James W,
Gaily; #4,Fred B. Michelson; and#5,Carl E.
Houston, Besides those new members qf Eta
Delta, there were also present: Le\_ws‘A.
McArthur, chairman of the orgamz.atmn
committee, H.E. Sanford, BA’16, chau‘man
of therushing committee, and W.H. Gillespie,

members. _ :
Four moderately successful years passed

for Eta Delta, and on 21 November 1925, th ::
decision was made to integrate a prosperous
local fratemity, Bachelordon (a group of eX.'E
service men from WWI), mto.the'membera
ship. This came after an investlggnon !JY the:
Chi Psi alumni of Oregon. The 1nf95}(?n
the fifteen Bachelordon membe.rg initiate
into Chi Psi entrenched the posmon of t
young Alpha as a strong Fraternity on the;
Oregon campus. The house of th
Bachelordon stood on the fot where t_
present Lodge is located. As well as acqui
ing a second house, however, the Alph
acquired several financial responsibilitie
Bachelordon, which took a few. years.
resolve. During these consolidatl_ng year
the Alpha continued to grow and improve
The work of the Alpha over its fir
decade was rewarded in 1933 when E
Delta was awarded the Thayer Trophy al

1 92nd Annual Convention in Chicago, 1iii-
nois. Eta Delta was awarded the Thayer
“..for its continued excellence in scholar-
:ship, its accepiable financijal record, and its
-sood internal administration, alumni confacts
ang general fraternity interest.” The award
‘was presented by Clifford H, Williams, @02
{#6), to George W. Hibbard, the current #1,
This high point in the early history of Alpha

and ifie decision to construct a new Lodge,
built by Chi Psi for Chi Psi.” on the site of
i old Bachelordon house, was made in
932. Construction was begun in 1933, but
as hindered by the Oregon State Board of

*

nil 1935, Honored speakers at the dedi-
tion included Frank Matthiessen, ¥’95. He
ed that though the most important
ality of an Alpha is the quality of its men,
Chi Psi tradition of fine Lodges signifies
achievement of the Alpha nationally and
ally,
Another proud moment in the history of
ha Eta Delta was its opportunity to host
L18th Annual Convention of Chi Psi on
September 1959, The seventy-five
thers in attendance were housed in the
ly completed Walton Hall Dormitory
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Complex, and general sessions took place in
the meeting rooms of Carson Hal and John
Straub Hall. Oregon Governor Mark Hatfield
and University President O, Meredith Wil-
son were guest speakers of the convention,
which was considered a success by all at-
tending,

Alpha Eta faced a new challenge in the
early sixties. While other fraternities at Or-
cgon were expanding their membership
bases, Eta Delta continged its extremely
selective ways. When the University admin-
istration itself upped its recommended size
of fraternities to forty-five men, the Alpha
concluded that though such an expangion
was unprecedented in its history, it could
maintain a close fraternal bond within an
expanded Brotherhood, The new problem
was logistical: the present Lodge could house
only twenty-seven men. An addition to the
Lodge was undertaken in the summer of
1963, and was completed and occupied by
that November. Six new rooms on the sec-
ond deck, three new rooms on the third deck,
aswellasanew living room, an expansion of

——

the party room in the basement, and a remoq.-
eling of the library then on the second deck,
were the just source of pride for the actives
and alumni of Eta Delta.

In 1970, the library was moved o the
third deck from asouth-facin groom adjacent
the veranda rooms. The new library was
dedicated to the memory of JackL., Shelquist,
a loyal alumnus who had recently died in an
auto accident.

A truly honorable moment in the more
recent history of the Alpha came in 1970,
when it was awarded the Thayer Trophy for
the second time at the 129th Annual Conven-
tion. It came at a moment when the fratemnal
way of life was under fire nationally, and
more than half of the active fraternities at
Oregon were closing their doors. This only

intensificd the feeling of achievement feltby
the Alpha. Acceptin g the award for EtaDelta
was Clark Halloway, current #1,

Atthe end of lagt year, right after finals
week, the Hoven House burned down. The
original Lodge of the Chi Psi Fratemity at the
University of Ore gon, it met its demise early
in the morning of 11 June 1990,

Today, the Lodge at Oregon prospers.
Membership is a Littlé low, but with the
enthusiasm of the actives, we are confident
that things will soon be running smoothly
again. All of the Brothers have dedicated
themselves to attaining excellence locally
and nationally, and to reasserting ourselves
to the ideals that upon which AlphaFEtaDelia
was originally founded in 1921,

~—Jeffrey Hill '89 and
‘Thomas Morgan 92,

A view of the Living Room of Alpha Eta Deltg,
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